
Release Date Fall 2016

Fruit Source 100% Estate grown
The 2014 
Growing Season

The 2014 growing season began with drier and warmer conditions than are normally seen. 
Flowering and fruit-set were met with cooler weather, setting a slightly smaller than average,  
yet beautiful crop. Summer temperatures proved conducive to even maturity and ideal stress 
management in the vineyards. The arrival of fall was met with a warm Indian Summer, bringing 
the fruit to full physiological ripeness in early September.

Varietal Composition 100% Chardonnay

Harvest Hand picked at physiological ripeness in mid-September

Fermentation Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and a weekly batonnage.  
This wine was bottled un-fined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage 16 months in 25% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol 14.2%

Case Production 420 cases

Winemaker’s Comments Wine Reviews
“The 2014 Estate Chardonnay was the first 
wine crafted by Winemaker Martha McClellan. 
A wine that we both feel successfully carries 
on the 7 & 8 legacy of the the traditional style 
Chardonnay crafted from the thirty-five year 
old vines on our estate. With a bright deep 
golden color, the nose offers aromatics of 
white peach, pink lady apple, chamomile  
tea with a hint of fresh wildflowers. On the 
palate, this wine attacks with a rich, creamy, 
seamless texture, marked by fresh minerality, 
lemon curd and key lime meringue. A 
lingering and memorable finish completes  
a wine of true distinction.” 


—  Wesley Steffens, Associate Winemaker  

91 – 93 pts. 
“The 2014 Chardonnay Estate is rick, 
powerful and intense, with plenty of mountain 
phenolic and energy. Apricot pit, peach,  
mint and white pepper meld together in a 
gorgeous, distinctive Chardonnay that should 
drink nicely upon release. Once again, it is 
evident that these snaking terraced, hillside 
vineyards have the potential to yield truly 
distinctive Chardonnays.”


—  Vinous Media 

2014 Estate Chardonnay 
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

About Vineyard 7&8

Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium, 
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through 
experience, passion and humility.  Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring 
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steffens Family 
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker 
Wesley Steffens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around 
1,000 cases.

4028 Spring Mountain Road  
St. Helena, CA 94574


P  707.963.9425      
F  707.963.2250  


www.vineyard7and8.com


