
Release Date Fall 2017

Fruit Source 100% Estate Grown
The 2015  
Growing Season The 2015 growing season in Napa Valley stared out with unseasonably warm temperatures  

in the late winter and early spring, resulting in an earlier than usual bud break and bloom.  
Temperatures shifted to cooler than average during the peak of bloom, causing a lighter set, 
and a much smaller crop compared to other vintages. The remainder of the season brought 
ideal conditions, with an early harvest. While yield were down significantly, the quality of the 
wines proved to be exceptional.

Varietal Composition 100% Chardonnay

Harvest Hand picked at physiological ripeness in early-September.

Fermentation Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and a weekly batonnage. This 
wine was bottled un-fined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage 16 months in 25% new French Oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol 14.5%

Case Production 225 cases

Winemaker’s Comments Wine Reviews
“The 2015 Estate Chardonnay marks our 
finest, yet smallest, release to date. Longtime 
fans of our Chardonnay will recognize all of 
the hallmarks of a wine crafted from our 
thirty-five year old vines on our estate, but 
taken to a new level of intensity. With a bright, 
vivid golden color, the nose offers aromatics 
of lemony sweet cream, orange blossom  
and honeysuckle. On the palate, the mouth-
watering acidity invites another sip and 
balances the richness of the wine. A creamy, 
seamless texture, marked by fresh minerality, 
lemon curd and baked apple round out the 
palate.”


—  Martha McClellan, Winemaker  

92-94 pts.  
“Lemon confit, orchard fruit, white flowers 
and mint give the 2015 much of its distinctive 
personality. There is plenty of depth and 
intensity in the glass, but today, the 2015 
offers more freshness and tighter grain.  
The interplay of intense, rich fruit and what 
appears to be a slightly greater emphasis on 
freshness results in a striking, impeccably 
balanced Chardonnay. This is a remarkable 
wine for the year. Sadly, yields are down a 
whopping 60%.”


— Antonio Galloni, Vinous Media 
(December 2016)

2015 “Estate” Chardonnay 
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

About Vineyard 7&8

Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit and vision towards producing premium, 
handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District through 
experience, passion and humility.  Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop Spring 
Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steffens Family 
in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate Winemaker 
Wesley Steffens, and vineyard manager Pete Richmond, with an annual production around 
1,800 cases.

4028 Spring Mountain Road  
St. Helena, CA 94574
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www.vineyard7and8.com


