
Release Date Fall 2021

Fruit Source 100% Estate grown
The 2018 
Growing Season

February saw abundant rains, followed by lots of filtered light in spring and early summer. Both 
bud break and flowering occurred a bit late, but under ideal weather conditions, creating a 
plentiful and even fruit set. Summer brought generous sun during the day and cooler marine 
influences overnight, virtually uninterrupted by major heat spikes. The relatively mild summer 
was followed by extended fall sunshine and moderate heat creating near-ideal conditions for 
winemakers to allow their fruit to accumulate flavor complexity with gradual increases in sugar 
levels. Volume is looking great, up 20-30% over average crop quantity.

Varietal Composition 100% Cabernet Sauvignon

Harvest Hand-picked at physiological ripeness in mid- to late October.

Fermentation Double hand sorting, whole berry fermentation, with nearly 50 percent fermented whole berry in 
new French oak barrels with an average maceration of 50–60 days.

Cooperage 26 months in 100% new French oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol 14.8%

Case Production 785

Winemaker’s Comments Wine Reviews
“The 2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon is 
ready to be enjoyed right from the start, with 
a wealth of complex aromatics sure to please 
Cabernet aficionados. Nuances of black 
currant, black cherry, menthol, white pepper, 
cherry liqueur and raw tobacco on the nose. 
The wine is bright, exuding both power and 
restraint. On the palate the wine does not 
disappoint, showing black pepper, black 
cherry and boysenberry, fresh ground dark 
roast coffee, and our signature savory notes.  
The tannins are powerful, yet well-integrated, 
finishing very long. This is quite possibly our 
finest wine to date. A nuanced and seductive 
wine that will show very well with a quick 
decant upon release, and will age beautifully 
for 15-20+ years. Hope you enjoy!


—  Martha McClellan, Winemaker 

95 - 97+ pts. 
“Made from 100% Cabernet Sauvignon, the 
2018 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate comes 
bounding out of the glass with exuberant 
scents of stewed black and red plums, Black 
Forest cake, and crème de cassis, plus 
nuances of cedar chest, tar and unsmoked 
cigars. The full-bodied palate is densely 
packed with ripe, seductive black fruit 
preserves layers, with loads of savory accents 
and a firm, grainy texture, finishing long with a 
spicy kick.”


—  Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate (Mar. ’21)
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2018 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon 
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District

About Vineyard 7&8

Vineyard 7 & 8 reflects the uncompromising pursuit of and vision towards producing 
premium, handcrafted wines highlighting a sense of place within the Spring Mountain District 
through experience, passion and humility. Nestled 2020 feet above the Napa Valley floor atop 
Spring Mountain, the estate that has become Vineyard 7 & 8 was purchased by the Steffens 
Family in 1999. The winemaking team is led by Winemaker Martha McClellan, Associate 
Winemaker Wesley Steffens, and Vineyard Manager Pete Richmond, with an annual 
production around 1,000 cases.

4028 Spring Mountain Road  
St. Helena, CA 94574
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www.vineyard7and8.com


