
Release Date	 October 2013

Fruit Source 	 100% Estate Fruit from our vineyards located between 1,800-2,020 ft elevation.

The 2011 Growing Season	 The 2011 growing season most certainly was marked by the challenge of heavy rain in early October 
	 prior to the grape harvest.  The passing of the rain allowed for the return to diligent work in the 
	 vineyards and on the canopies to allow proper airflow to dry the fruit.  Patience, along with the return of 
	 sunshine and high winds at the top of Spring Mountain, ended up being the key to a very successful 
	 vintage.  The resulting harvest of our Estate Chardonnay commenced in late October, awarding 
	 beautiful concentration, natural acidity, defined structure and balance in the finished wine.

Varietal Composition	 100% Chardonnay

Harvest 	 Hand picked at physiological ripeness in late-October 2011.

Fermentation	 Whole-cluster pressed and barrel fermented with wild yeast, and a weekly batonnage. This wine was 
	 bottled unfined and unfiltered, with 100% malolactic fermentation.

Cooperage 	 14 months in French Oak from select artisan coopers.

Alcohol	 14.5%

Case Production 	 300 cases

WINEMAKER’S COMMENTS
 “The 2011 Estate Chardonnay exhibits a complex nose of wildflower honey, baked citrus, ripe Asian 
 pear, green almond, and salted caramel. The notes of fresh meringue, green papaya and kafir lime are 
 followed by a vibrant natural acidity that blends with a wonderful, full-bodied, creamy and seamless 
 texture which evolves over time in the glass. The fine balance and lingering finish of the 2011 ‘Estate’ 
 Chardonnay lead to a wine that will be a pleasure to watch develop over the next decade or more.” 
 - Winemaker Luc Morlet

WINE REVIEWS
92pts Vineyard 7 & 8, 2011 “Estate” Chardonnay. Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District.
“Offers a range of flavors, with creamy vanilla, green apple, pear and smoky oak notes imparting a 
butterscotch element.  Drink now through 2019.” —James Laube, Wine Spectator, May 2013

ABOUT VINEYARD 7 & 8
Vineyard 7 & 8 produces 1,800 cases annually and is located at the top of Spring Mountain. 
The 40 acre estate, owned and managed by the Steffens family, is currently planted to twelve acres of 
Cabernet Sauvignon and four acres of Chardonnay.  Led by winemakers Luc Morlet and Wesley 
Steffens, along with vineyard manager Pete Richmond, our philosophy remains simple yet focused: We 
strive to produce premium, handcrafted wines that highlight a sense of place through experience, 
passion and humility. 

Vineyard 7 & 8
2011 “ESTATE” CHARDONNAY
Napa Valley—Spring Mountain District
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